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TAGS: EAID, DM. NG 

SUBJECT: THE WISH BECOME FATHER TO FACT 
REF: NIAMEY 1980 

1. WOULD BE USEFUL KNOW WHAT ARRANGEMENT CITED IN REFTEL 
HAS BEEN MADE WITH NIGERIAN AND TOGOLESE TRUCKERS BY ALI 
SAIBOU ON HIS JUNE 6-7 VISIT TO COTONOU. NO TRUCKS HAVE 
ARRIVED COTONOU AND NO ONE HERE HAS ANY KNOWLEDGE OF ACTION 
TAKEN IN THIS REGARD BY MINISTER. PERHAPS HE WAS REFERRING 
TO SMALL OSRO ORGANIZED TRUCKING OPERATION THROUGH NIGERIA 
WHICH HAS STILL NOT BEGUN. ONLY KNOWN EFFORTS INDUCE 
TOGOLESE TRUCKERS TO COME TO DAHOMEY WERE MADE BY ADO/LOME. 
THUS FAR, THESE HAVE BEEN REJECTED BY LOME TRUCKING 
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2. UNLESS ALI SAIBOU HAS SUCCEEDED ON HIS OWN IN ORGANIZING 
A LARGE TRUCKING OPERATION TO BEGIN WITHIN NEXT FEW DAYS, 
BELIEVE HIS OPTIMISM, EXPRESSED PARA 1, REFTEL, MAY ALREADY 
BE HAVING DANGEROUS CONSEQUENCES. AS FAR AS I CAN SEE, 

COTONOU PARAKOU ROUTE IS ONLY HOPE FOR EVACUATING BULK OF 
GRAIN NOW IN COTONOU PORT OR EXPECTED IN NEAR FUTURE. AT 
BEST, NIGERIAN ROUTE NEVER LIKELY BE MORE THAN A COSTLY 
SUPPLEMENTARY OPERATION. (ALRAINE FORWARDING AGENT ESTIMATES 
ONLY AN INITIAL 65 MT PER DAY.) IF CONTINUED SHORTAGE OF 
TRUCKS AT PARAKOU IS RESULT OF ALI SAIBOU'S MISTAKEN ASSUMP- 
TION THAT NIGERIAN-TOGOLESE TRUCKS HAVE ALREADY BEGUN 
LARGE SCALE EVACUATION GRAIN FROM COTONOU, THEN WE ARE IN 
TROUBLE. GON PRESSURE MUST BE MAINTAINED ON TRUCKERS TO 
FORCE THEM TO COME TO PARAKOU. OTHERWISE, NEEDED LARGE 
QUANTITIES OF GRAIN SIMPLY WILL NOT ARRIVE IN NIGER. 

3. URGE EMBASSY NIAMEY AGAIN DISCUSS QUESTION OF TRANSPORT 
SYSTEM WITH ALI SAIBOU SUGGESTING TO HIM THAT THERE ARE 
NO SIMPLE ALTERNATIVES TO MAKING PRESENT TRANSPORTATION 
SYSTEM WORK. EVEN AESOP WAS UNABLE TURN WORD INTO FACT. 
MCNAMARA 
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